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INTRODUCTION

Globalization is dissolving the physical boundarasoss the nations of the world paving way f
openness, integration and flow of information, ®letechnologies, goods, services, capital, finaard people
across the topographical borders. This current adtaristic of the contemporary world is a necessamy
uninvited change in a developing nation like Indiae to and fro exchange has brought about profatrashges
in the established culture, values and institubbmhe age-old tradition bound society. As Ashcetfal say, “in
the context of globalization, analyses of locatwt@l production and specific social and historidalelopments
are becoming more and more important” (210). Whth virtual destruction of borders, people are mgum a

unified culture with alterations and altercatiomsb®havioural, moral, ethical, spatial and cultgralunds.

Aravind Adiga, a promising postmodern writer of iBmalAustralian dual citizenship from India, h
envisioned the global force on the local heritagéh whe village and city social life as the backdia his Man
Booker The White Tigerand the subsequebfst Man in TowerImpact of globalization and liberalisation i
intense on consumerism, international elitism, moultural practices and free individual choicesol@&lization
signals the fragmentation of the common identityoapt based on the nationality, religion, cas@ssllanguage,

occupation, etc leading to drastic changes inrnldéevidual identity. The disruption in the identigads to cultural
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transfer, religious disbelief and social disintéigraimage making the society to have new socialigs and relationships.

The global culture is fluid with the convergenceatif rigid custom and practices of all the natiamsich has
resulted in a postmodern condition of acceptingwbed view which is for an open knowledge driveriakes the people
accept anything and everything under the sun withay inhibitions. The after-effect of it is thembneage of the people
with regard to the concrete beliefs and practi@é® postmodern concept, according to Featherstimes importance to
“fragmentation against unity, disorder against ordedividualism against universalism, syncretismgaiast holism,
popular culture against high culture and localisgaiast globalism” (74). It is an approach develomhkde to the

insurgency of globalization.

The story of entrepreneurial success and classlityahithe era of globalization is promising witechnological
start-ups and call centres. But the transformatiaégft from ethical culture to information culturis unyieldingly
challenging. Adiga mirrors the reality of the sdaimders in the society replicating the life, aftie and values of the
current generation. Anything western is superibiif be attitude, culture or materials. Globalinatihas replaced the
traditional culture by consumerist culture whichaignove away from values. “Culture ... is often sasma fall from

nature, ... against which the history of culture barseen as a process of deterioration” (Currie 88).

Consumerist culture aims in the stratification lo¢ tpeople and their identity based on money. Theirelly
devastating elements like liquor and girls of teeeloped country speak on the status of the pegipteuse them. Balram
says that, “in this country we have two kinds ofnmiéndian’ liquor men and ‘English’ liquor men.rdtlian’ liquor was for
village boys like me - toddy, arrack, country hoottinglish’ liquor, naturally, is for the rich. Rumvhisky, beer, gin -
anything the English left behind” (TWT 73).

Globalization has helped in the creation of an Aozar atmosphere in India in terms of mall cultyrep culture
and party culture influencing the life style, laage and dressing of the Indians who mimic to mevitfe the sophisticated
faction. In order to satisfy Pinky's desire for Aroan life, Ashok takes her to Gurgaon, which ieeplica of American

locale, instead of back to America.

Ten years ago, they say, there was nothing in @G@mgast water buffaloes and fat Punjabi farmerdy it's the
modernessuburb of Delhi. American Express, Microsoft, thlk big American companies have offices there. Ml
road is full of shopping malls—each mall has a siagnside! So if Pinky Madam missed America, thésswhe best place
to bring her. (TWT 121-122)

In an Indian family, a father is an ideal hero loé¢ tson. But the hierarchy is eroded by the postmmod®bal
scenario. The father and son join to drink like Wesstern countries. Balram depicts a story of #thdr and sons sharing

whisky:

As | was massaging, the two sons pulled up chaidssat down by their father to talk. Ram Prasadlgvbung
about a bottle full of a golden liquid, and poumito three glasses, and drop ice cubes in thagsgls, and hand one glass
to each of them. The sons would wait the fathetak@ the first sip, 'Ah....whisky. How would we sww®ithis country
without it ,' and then the talking would start. (TWO0-71)

Human values are changing with changing experielaces have become individualistic rather than aadoci
phenomenon. “meaning is generated by socially estt@hd constructed discursive practices that medéality so much

that they effectively close off direct access t¢Btitler 33). As a child, even the killing of a éid is a cruel thing for
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Balram, but it changes when he sees the ghastigdibf the lizard by his father instilling in hithe courage to do away
with things. It is a negative value that goes ihi® mind, knowingly or unknowingly. When he is irmtgoted in his travel
of materialising the dreams, he takes an indicdtiom it to murder Ashok Sharma. He is so much ulisgd of the life of
a slave that he never feels guilty of becomingagiesl. He wants to experience “... just for a dayt josan hour, just for a
minute,what it means not to be a servant” (TWT 321). Isugjgestive that personal satisfaction is more ftapd than

social justice.

All relationships are determined by the money facte relationship between Balram and his grantiarois
based on money. His father’'s death leaves him dabfirom school and joins the tea shop. A goodestibecomes a half-
baked person due to the material needs of his yamméimbers. Thus he sacrifices his education fopéaple when he was
in his village. But after getting access to theiaas prospects in the globalised city, he is cartike all the others and

slits his master to become a master himself.

Religion and morality are interconnected from thdea days. But drastic advancement in science ecfthblogy
has led to devastating changes in the people. Railbeen replaced by doubt. The quest for Godlithered away and
the question of God crept in due to global knowkedgalram prays to the goddess Kali for her agsigtdout he removes
the picture of Kali so that the deadly act remairfsdden to God. “l yawned, closed my eyes, anltesiéd down my seat.
With one eye open, | look at the magnetic stickeihe goddess kali- who is very fierce black-skidgmddess, holding a
scimitar, and a garland of skulls. | made a notesetfyto change that sticker. She looked too mud Granny” (TWT
135).

The legal system has faith in religious oath bumni&nipulated and faked. Balram is forced to sigroafessed
document to take the accident by Pinky madam orsélimThe confession includes “I swear by almigBigd that | make
this statement under no duress and under instruétion now on” (TWT 167). Thus the truthlessnesmade true in the
name of God, and no religion offers the right walyus both belief and disbelief depends on the iddai’s point of view

and situation.

In the postmodern condition, values that playedes fole in the emergence of culture have altereithW
cosmopolitanism, the situation worsened and thedmsr moving away from values, ethics and moraldctvhare the
basics of human life, love, concern and human demations. As Das says, “Moral and ethical consitiens are never
easy: they are the greatest challenge to the hiyreamil the intellect” (106). At the societal levislere a radical shift from
the priorities of early industrialisation and grogitendency for emphasis in individual success fzaqopiness. People
develop their lives in many ways despite the basiblems like rural poverty, corruption and po#tiénstability remain
unsolved. In the process of globalization, the rmeamf the word liberation has changed and is basedndividual

experience.

Adiga suggests that morality is a fluid and unfix@mhcept leading to the formation of valueless gatien. So
even in the process of liberation and individuatcass, people should lead the moral life and ftirgethe the evil
influence of globalization. Krishna Singh criticiz¢he novelThe White Tigerand says, “The secrets of success in a
modern globalized world are summed up in the lestien of the novel. Murder, manipulation, malpie&s, opportunism,

bribery, absconding police and judicial proceedialjgre justified for success” (3).

With the emergence of alien cultures in the naméibefralism and globalization, obsessions towarddenial

www.tjprc.org editor@tjprc.org



62 Virgin Nithya Veena. V.

prospects, filial relationships and trivial knowigdhunt are prioritized against the core valueswBrg material wealth
gives power either to change or ignore the valustesys. The rise of a knowledge based economy mp&eple
intellectually independent, widening the areas iniclv people have to rely on their own choices. Adajtacks the
changing morals values and ethics in the sociatyutih elaborating the positive and negative impattglobalization.
Garner agrees that, “ The call to abolish morastyarely heard but often rejected, which is napssing because, ...

abolishing morality seems like a horrible idea, tre would lead to massive suffering and disaq{2t7).
CONCLUSIONS

Both the author and work are postmodern in approact presentation without humanism, realism or
romanticism which directly influence and transfothe individuals and society. In the end, “...liter@uemains
postmodern in its assumptions about the culturevamdd from which it arises and uses this postmoiden and post-
structuralism to humanists ends of generating emypatommunal bonds, ethical and political questiamsl most
basically, communicable meaning” (Holland 1). Wilte advent of globalization, the shift in valueteys is from the
better to worse in spite of the growing economy araterial affluence. So the trend setters haveiue priority to the

ethical values and moral responsibility paving i@yconquering the limitless terrains for peacefxistence.
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